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Eparchy of Saint Maron - Canada

Ninth letter of His Excellency
Bishop Paul-Marwan Tabet
To the Maronite Commumnity of Canada

Easter 2017



To dear Monsignors, Priests, Brothers and Sisters,

To those Consecrated and involved in the life of the Church and Society,
To Parents, Children, Young Men and Young Women,

To Parish Communities,

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

“And I am with you every day until the end of time”
(Matthew 28, 20)

The Resurrection of Christ is more than an event or a miracle. In reality,
it highlights the miracles and accomplishments of Jesus. It strengthens the
faith of the apostles and the first believers, because it testifies to Jesus, the
“Christ”, of his divine filiation and the credibility of His word; had He not
announced, during His earthly life, that the Son of man was to suffer, to die,
and on the third day to return to life?

Thus, the Resurrection completes the Good News and confirms the words of
the Lord: “Later, when Jesus rose from the dead, his disciples remembered
that He had said this; and they believed the scripture and what He had
said “ (John 2:22).

If the resurrection fulfills its mission in this world, it will also open a new
page as that of the history of the disciples after Easter, which will continue
today with us and through us.

In fact, the question that arises is: why did the resurrection take place?

e The resurrection was realized “for what has come into being in him
was life”” (John 1: 4).
Jesus himself confirmed this when he said: “I am the Way, the Truth, the
Life” (John 14: 6). He, therefore, cannot remain among the dead: didn’t the
two men in shining garments who appeared to the women at the tomb told
them: “Why do you seek among the dead the one who is alive?” (Luke 24: 5).

e The resurrection was carried out to confirm the prophecies.
Following Peter’s testimony that Christ is the Son of God, Jesus began to
speak openly to his disciples, saying: “I must go to Jerusalem and suffer
much from the elders and the chief Priests and Scribes. I will be put to
death and on the third day I will be raised up” (Matthew 16:21). The angel
will say to the women: “... He is not here, for He has risen, as he said he
would!” (Matthew 28: 6).
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e The resurrection was realized, for He himself gave life to the dead.

He who restored to life the daughter of Jairus, the son of the widow of Nain
and Lazarus, would it be difficult for him to rise again? These messianic
verses testify of Jesus and his power over life and death, just like God. It is
to serve “the glory of God and the glorification of the Only-begotten Son”
(John 11: 4 and 40) that the last miracle (that of Lazarus) was realized even
before the Passion of Jesus and thereby confirm victory on death: “Death,
where is your victory? Death, where is your sting?”’ (1 Corinthians 15: 55).

* The resurrection was realized so that Christ was the first victor.
The apostle Paul says: “Christ is risen from the dead, as the first-fruits of
those who are dead ... as all die in Adam, so in Christ all will be brought to
life” (1 Corinthians 15:20 and 22).

* The resurrection was realized to establish the Church and ensure its
continuity.
In his resurrection, Christ restored the faith of his disciples and his
followers. He encouraged them to resist against the persecution, to persevere
in their faith and to testify to it.

In fact, the resurrection gave meaning to our life, our freedom and our
testimony.

The Christian must be a witness to the Resurrection of Jesus. Christ himself
has identified the mission of his disciples in his last sermon: “And you too
will be witnesses, because you have been with me from the beginning”
(John 15:27). They can, therefore, be honest witnesses because they have
lived with Jesus from the beginning and have acquired in the light of the
resurrection a true understanding of the message of Christ and are inspired
by the Holy Spirit that is in them.

After His Passion, Christ had shown himself alive to his disciples for
forty days and talked about the “kingdom of God” (Acts 1: 3). He prescribed
to them the rules of faith and breathed the Holy Spirit on them, saying,
“Receive the Holy Spirit; if you forgive anyone’s sins, they are forgiven;
if you retain anyone’s sins, they are retained” (John 20:23). He prepared
them by the Holy Spirit to be “witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judaea and
Samaria, and even to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1: 8). He entrusted them
with the proclamation of the Good News: “Go out to the whole world;
proclaim the gospel to all creatures ...” (Mark 16:15). “Go, therefore, make
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disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and teaching them to keep all that 1
have commanded you. And I am with you every day until the end of time”
(Matthew 28:19, 20).

Today, the Resurrection of the Lord continues because each one of us is an
apostle and a witness ...

Witnessing the resurrection is a declaration of life and an invitation to hope
that clears a new path for us to better understand human existence and the
future of the world. It confirms that true life is by following Christ and
walking with Him every day till the last day.

The Resurrection of Christ illuminates the vocation of every believer and
guides him/her to witness it by word and action. It requires the witness to
be knowledgeable in what he is witnessing, to be rich in the Holy Spirit, to
be impartial and honest, akin of the Divine Master “for I have given you an
example so that you may copy what I have done to you “(John 13:15).

Christ has fulfilled his testimony through action, and His works prove it:
“The deeds my Father has given me to perform, I do them, these same
deeds of mine testify that the Father has sent me “(John 5:36). And it was on
the cross that “all was accomplished”. We can realize works that resemble
those of Christ and “... even much more” (John 14:12).

We have in the Saints who preceded us the best “witnesses of the
Resurrection of the Lord.” Only personal experience of the Risen Christ and
the union with Him can transform our lives and invigorate our faith.

May the light of the resurrection renew your life and radiate through you.
Death is defeated and the blood of Christians shed all over the world,
especially in the Middle East and North Africa, can only be a source of great
hope. The martyrdom of the Christians of Egypt recently is a great testimony
to this.

In solidarity with those who suffer for their faith, we will remain witnesses
of the Risen Christ, witnesses of Love, Joy and Peace.

Christ is Risen...! He is truly Risen!

+ Paul-Marwan TABET
Bishop
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