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Christ is risen

First letter of his Excellency
Bishop Paul-Marwan Tabet
To the Maronites Churches of Canada - Easter 2013

Dear Monsignors and Fathers,
Dear Sisters,
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is with a heart full of joy and love that I address my message
of Easter to each one of you and to every family, to wish you
happiness and peace. May the Grace of Christ transform our
hearts and renew us everlastingly.

We have gone through the hard days of the Passion of Christ,
during this holy week. We are today at the dawn of the
Resurrection with Mary Madeleine whom announced to the
disciples: “I saw the Lord” (n. 20, 18). This meeting with
the Resurrected Christ, liberated the Apostles, and likewise
liberates us today. It awakens the hope in each of us, because
truly we have become the Children of God.

Believing in the Resurrection is not just believing in a sporadic
event, It is believing in God the Father, the Creator, through
whom all was made; it is believing in Jesus Christ, sent to us
by the Father as the Unique Savior; and finally, it is believing
in the Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, who indeed consolidates all
of us in faith.
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The reality of the Resurrection, now over two thousand years
old, changed the heart of the Apostles; they had no fear and
they became a community of witnesses that we now call the
Church. They could refuse nothing the Lord asked of them.

Today, we members of this noble Maronite Community, can
refuse nothing the Risen Lord asks of us, because through
His Resurrection, we are united in love and joy. This unity is
not solely a desire, nor a simple wish; it is an act that Christ
himself instituted by giving his disciples, and their successors,
the Bishops, the authority and responsibility to make this Unity
real for the Entire Community. It is with this mission that I
come to assure you today of my love and my support, so with
you, I can edify our community in Canada, on the following
values :

1. The first basic value I urge you to assume, both in your heart
and in your daily actions, is the value of Common Good.
When you preserve the Common Good, even in the smallest
detail, you embody the very essence of the Paschal Joy.

2. The second value that couples with the first, is the spirit
of participating in our unity that already contributed to
weld our community and to engage it positively in this
direction. Atthe same time,Iremind you thatthelove of Godis
bigger than wounds, mistakes and weaknesses. Only open
dialogue will resolve misunderstandings and conflicts. Itis to
this platform that the Resurrected Christ is calling us today.

3. The third value to which I invite you, is to root your
Christian faith and consolidate it in your Maronite
heritage. We are bound to transmit it to our children, since
it carries the faith of our ancestors, who always believed
that life is stronger than death, and that faith out-shines all
human doubt.



Dear Brothers and Sisters,

These values represent the three axis of my Episcopal
Project that I will be studying and sharing with the Monsignors
and Priests that are participating with me in the Ecclesiastical
Ministry.

I would like to consolidate this project by welcoming the valued
participation of each and every one of you, through your
commitment, by giving of your time, your talent or your
treasure. Be assured that every commitment you make is
appreciated, acknowledged and valued.

I have the inner conviction that comes to me from the Lord,
and I express it before you with faith and courage. I will carry
you in my heart and prayers, while asking you to please pray
for me.

May the Lord, victorious over death, embrace our community
and comfort all of us with the Paschal joy.

Thanking each and every one of you, for the heartfelt welcome
that you have reserved for me, in this beautiful country that is
Canada, I join Saint Paul and proclaim with faith that : “You
are a letter of Christ, entrusted to our Ministry, written not
with ink but with the spirit of the living God, not on tablets
of stone, but on flesh tablets, on your hearts” (i1 Cor. 3:3).

Christ is risen;
He is truly risen.
Alleluia.

Email address : beitmaroun@videotron.ca
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